
Section 5 Safeguarding Allegations Reporting Pathway

Section 5 referral/report to relevant Social Services Department

The DOS/LADO decisions and rationales must be clearly
documented at each stage of the report/screening process

LADO/DOS reviews and makes screening decision

Decision to Progress 

Meets section 5 criteria 

Relevant role/position of trust

Indicates level of harm/risk that
requires Section 5 process to continue

Report maker informed of report decision

Discussion around next steps

Information sharing discussion

Initial multi-agency Section 5
Strategy Discussion is arranged

Report maker informed of report decision

Report closed with decision/rationale

No further action

Decision not to progress 

Not a relevant role/position of trust  

Not a safeguarding allegation/concern
that meets section 5 threshold criteria 

Reported matters can be dealt with
via other processes


